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signatories of the circular are well-known men, it seems
doubtful if, in the peculiar circumstances of its origin, it can
carry much weight. The qualifications, both legal and
medical, of Professor Smith for such a position are
undoubtedly strong, and the fact that he is a graduate of
one of the Universities would not detract from these; at the
same time it would appear to have been advisable that the
associations in Aberdeen and Glasgow should have been con-
sulted before such an appeal was issued. Not only so, but the
fact remains that in May last, on the announcement of the
retirement of Dr. J. A Campbell, M.P., the officials of the
Glaogow and Aberdeen Conservative and Unionist (Univer-
sity) Association met and agreed to adopt Sir Henry Craik,
Secretary of the Education Department, as their candidate
at the next Parliamentary election, and it is known
that they still adhere to this recommendation. Moreover,
Sir Henry Craik has also expressed his willingness to contest
the seat. Many of the statements in the circular will meet
with the approval of medical graduates, particularly in regard
to the importance of increased representation of the pro-
fession in Parliament, but this method of going about the
matter would not appear likely to carry success with it.
Further developments will certainly be looked forward to
with interest.

RECURRENCE OF SMALL-POX IN EDINBURGH.
After having enjoyed a prolonged period of immunity, Edin-

burgh has again to record the existence of small-pox. At a
meeting of the Town Council held on Tuesday, October iith,
the Convener of the Public Health Committee said he
regretted to report a case that had come from the Larbert
district.

EDINlBURGH ROYAL INFIRMARY.
At the weekly meeting of the managers on Monday,

October ioth, Dr. W. Macrae Taylor was appointed Clinical
Tutor in the wards under the care of Mr. C. W. MacGillivray,
and Dr. J. D. Lithgrow, Clinical Tutor in Dr. R. Mackenzie
Johnston's (ear, nose, throat) wards. Both appointments
are for the ensuing winter and summer sessions. The
following appointments for six months were also ratified as
from October ist:
Resident surgeon-Duncan Lorimer, B.Sc., M.B., Ch.B. to Dr. D. Berry

Hart, in place of D. Brown, M.B., Ch.B. (resigned). Non-resident
house-surgeon- Kenmure Melvijle, M.D., Ch.B., to Mr. Berry, In the
eye department. Clinical assistants-E M. lithgow, M.B., Ch.B., to
Dr. George Mackay, and William Darling, M.A., M.B., to Dr. Philip:
John Sullivan, M.B., Ch.B., to Dr. Graham Brown, in the medicai
waiting-room.

IRISH WOR1KHOuSE ASSOCIATION.
THEm annual conference of the Irish Workhouse Association
was held in Limerick recently, under the presidency of
Mr. R. Coll.
Bishop O'Dwyer, in a letter, expressed his conviction

that workhouses were utterly unfit places in which to
educate children. He believed that the two systems-
a central school and boarding-out-had advantages and
disadvantages, and that both should be maintained to sup-
plement each other.

Dr. Conolly Norman read a paper on the treatment and
classification of lunatics. He believed that in certain dis-
tricts in Ireland the disused workhouses could be employed
as centres from which lunatic patients could be boarded in
the houses of the people of the neighbourhood. In other
countries family care of the insane had been found
to be perfectly humane and economical. In Scotland
2,631 were under family care, 954 being placed with
relatives. The cost was 78. a week, or /£8 48. a year.
The average cost of the patients in asylums in Scotland was
£32 per head. Those boarded with relatives cOst 5s. a week.
It was better for patients to be placed in family surroundings
-better physically, mentally, and socially.
Canon O'Brien differed as to the wisdom of the system

suggested.
Dr. Hayes would not place the insane with relatives. He

thought lunatics in houses were, generally speaking, in better
health than those in the asylums.
Lord Monteagle said if there was one point on which they

were all agreed it was that these patients should be got out of
tho' workhouseF. He hoped Dr. Conolly Norman's suggestion

would be widely considered. The economical advantages
were scarcely less important than the health considera-
tions.
Dr. Norman, in reply, said the institution system was bad

for the lpatients, the ratepayers, and the staff.
Dr. Alfred E. Boyd, of Dublin, read a paper on the treat-

ment and classification of pauper consumptives. In I902,
ii,837 died of tuberculosis in Ireland. There were no sana-
toriums in this country for the very poor, but he hoped one 'in
Cork and another in Belfast would soon be available. Pro-
vision should be made in the workhouises for the complete
isolation of consumptives. In over half of the Irish work-
houses this separate accommodation was now provided. lIe
urged that in any schemes for amalgamation of Poor-law unions
provision should be made for the setting apart of existing build-
ings-remodelled-for the open-air treatment of such cases as
were likely to be benefited. He described the methods followed
in Glasgow and Liverpool, and said he believed the death-rate
from tuberculosis could be materially reduced.

ST. VINCENT's HOSPITAL, DUBLIN.
At the opening of the winter session at St. Vincent's Hos-

pital, Dublin, on Wednesday, Dr. M. McHugh delivered the
introductory address. He dealt with the position and demands
of the dispeneary doctors, who, he said, numbered, roughly,
50 per cent. of the profession in Ireland. The claims which
had been formulated were certainly legitimate. If they erred
at all, it was on the side of moderation.
Mr. O'Neill, Chairman of the Dublin District Council,

in moving a vote of thanks to Dr. McHugh, said that when-
ever the local bodies made an effort to do even a minor justice
to the unfortunate dispensary doctors, the L-ocal Government
Board erected every barrier and obstacle that they could
possibly conceive in oirder to prevent these remedial measures
being carried out.- His advice to the profession was to
organize and agitate.

Dr. Cox seconded.
The Chairman (Mr. Waldron, M.P.) thought the demands

reasonable.
Surgeon-General Evatt, C.B., was move d to the second

chair, and a vote of thanks was passed to MIr. Waldron on the
motion of Mr. McArdle, seconded by Mr. Tobin.

INFANT MORTALITY.
Dr. Coly Biggar, Local Government Board Inspector, has

just reported upon the high death-rate among the children in
the Roman Catholic Nursery of the North UJnion Workhouse,
Dublin. He points out that in the three years ending
June 30th, I904, I,285 children were admitted to the nursery.
Many of these were admitted more than once; probably the
actual number would be less than i,oco. Of these, 298 were
transferred to extern hospitals for infectious diseases. During
the three years there were 327 deaths of children under2 years in
this nursery, 69diedin extern hospitals, so that the total number
of deaths was 396 out of probably less than i,oco children.
The causes of death showed the unhealthy state of the
children admitted. He was informed that the nursery was
built on the site of the old graveyard, and some time ago was
infested by rats. He recommended the buil(ling of another
wing and addition to' the nursing staff. The report was
ordered to be sent to each guardian, and a special meeting of
the committee is to be held to consider it.

MEATH HOSPITAL.
The session at the Meath Hospital was opened on Tuesday

by Mr. Conway Dwyer, who delivered an interesting address
on "The Evolution of Modern Surgery." Sir Francis Cruise,
M.D., occupied the chair. On the motion of Sir Thomas Myles,
seconded by Sir Lambert Ormsby. a vote ot thanks was paqsed
to Mr. DwSer. A similar vote to the Chairimian was passed, on
the motion of Sir John Moure.

SMALL POX IN ARMA(il1.
The Armagh Board of Guardians are taking active steps

to stamp out the incipient epidemic of small-pox. It
has directed Dr. Herron, medical officer of the workhouse,
to attend nightly at the workhouse to inspect and
vaccinate casuals, and it has authorized Drs. Gray and
Dorman to attend at the residences of persons residing in the
infected areas and offer revaceinattion. The Board has alFo
requested clergymen of all denominations' to urge upon their
hearers the necessity of revaccination. Nineteen cases of
small-pox are still in hospital.


